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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH IN 

SUBJECT: U.S. GIVES ATOM SMASHER TO POONA UNIVERSITY 

REFS: (1) NEW DELHI 2179; (2) STATE 0581 14 

1. JUNE 19 TIMES OF INDIA UNDER ABOVE HEADLINE REPORTS 
QUOTE POONA, JUNE 18: (I) THE US ATOMIC 
ENERGY COMMISSION HAS GIVEN AN ATOM-SMASHER 
AS A GIFT TO POONA UNIVERSITY. 

(II) THE DOLS 100,000 (ABOUT RS. 10 LAKHS) MACHINE 
CALLED "MICROTRON" WAS BROUGHT TO THE 
UNIVERSITY YESTERDAY AND WOULD BE INSTALLED IN 
THE PHYSICS DEPARTMENT. 

(III) BUILT AT THE LAWRENCE RADIATION 
LABORATORY IN CALIFORNIA, THE ONE-AND-A-HALF 
TON MICROTRON, FIRST OF ITS KIND IN INDIA, IS 
CAPABLE OF HURLING BULLETS OF ATOMIC 
PARTICLES CALLED "ELECTRONS" AT A SPEED OF 
ABOUT 100,000 KM A SECOND. 

(IV) AT SUCH SPEEDS THEY PRODUCE GAMMA RAYS 
AND X-RAYS AND PULSES OF FAST NEUTRONS. THEY 
HAVE A VARIETY OF APPLICATIONS IN PHYSICS, 

CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY AGRICULTURE AND NUCLEAR 
MEDICINE. FAST NEUTRONS PARTICULARLY ARE 
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(V) DR. M.C. BHIDE, HEAD OF THE PHYSICS 
DEPARTMENT, SAID HIS DEPARTMENT WOULD ITSELF 
BUILD A MICROTRON DURING THE NEXT FIVE YEARS 
ON A NEW DESIGN DEVELOPED BY POONA UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS. IT WOULD BE CAPABLE OF PRODUCING 
GREATER ELECTRON CURRENT THAN NOW POSSIBLE WITH 
THE EXISTING MICROTRONS. UNQUOTE. 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT: WOULD THE AEC PLEASE CONFIRM THIS, 

AND GIVE US THE DETAILS? DOES IT HAVE ANY RELATION TO THE 
DOLS 100,000 CYCLOTRON DONATED TO PUNJAB UNIVERSITY 
(REFTELS 1 AND 2)?MOYNIHAN 
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